
Stoneleigh Community Association 

Annual Meeting 

December 10, 2008

Board Members Present:

Jon Carpenter

Dean Johnson

Chad Tipton



Guido Galvez

Karla Whitman
Anita Anson

Seth Hammer

Pat Broome

Nacy Talbott



Warren Anderson
Richard Letocha
Kevin Bowie

The meeting was held in the cafeteria of Stoneleigh Elementary School.  

Call to Order, Introductions, & Community Report – Dean Johnson:

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 PM.  A quorum of members was present. 

The minutes from the January 7, 2008 Annual Meeting were approved without changes.  

Dean presented the slate of officers for the 2009 board of governors.  Following the necessary motions, the new slate of officers was approved.  

The swimming pool debt is paid off and Stoneleigh had a successful pool season.

The social committee, headed by Laura Collamer, went above and beyond this year and made money for the community.  The community attendance at each social event was excellent.

The google group has been well received.  Dean is able to communicate easily and efficiently with the community.  There are currently 505 email addresses in the system which corresponds to roughly 75-80% of households due to duel email addresses per residence.

Roughly 80% of community association dues have been paid.

Dean acknowledged the work of the 2008 board members, with special thanks to Lee Starkey, Charlie Reuland, Sanjay Trivedi, Bissett Schwanke, Kathleen Williams and Brough Schamp.
The Board has unanimously voted that all zoning variances will be denied at the public hearing unless the person seeking the variance approaches the board and proves that all surrounding neighbors are o.k. with the changes being sought.  An article in the Stoneleighite will address this issue so that all neighbors are informed.
Holly Hill Manor, which backs up to residents on Hatherleigh Rd., is seeking to build a 15,000 sq. ft. addition.  They want to increase the number of beds from 55 to 75.  The neighbors directly affected will be seeking community support.  There will be a meeting in the next week or two to strategize.

Thank you to Pam Summerville for organizing Sandy Hicklen’s memorial tree planting at the pool.

Delegate- Steve Lafferty:
Steve urged the community to pay attention to the redistricting and expansion of Stoneleigh school.  Both issues will continue to present themselves in the coming year.
Steve also asked that residents contact him with any concerns affecting this district.
Dean was presented with a citation for his outstanding communication and leadership.
Neighborspace of Baltimore County – Ed Crawford:
This organization saves parcels of Greenspace in Baltimore county.  Residents are urged to contact Neighborspace if they are aware of a space within this district that they would like to see preserved.
Pool Chairperson – Kevin Bowie:
Kevin thanked the pool committee for their outstanding work.

Mike Shue did a great piece on the synchronize swimming team this summer.  If you haven’t seen it you should check it out.  There should be a link on the Stoneleigh website.

New furniture was delivered to the pool at the end of March.  The old furniture was sold to Sparrows Point Country Club for roughly $700.

The pool loan held by Bay National was paid off.

A leak in the pool was discovered this summer.  The pool was losing approximately 4 inches of water per day.  The main drain had to be capped mid-summer, which contributed to dirtier pool water.  Chemicals were used to clean the pool so that the pool could remain open.

Once the pool was closed for the season, it was drained.  The repair was performed by placing new piping through the side of the pool and adding a pump to prevent wash-out.  The repair cost under $15,000.  Unfortunately, a skim coat still needs to be put on the pool, so the pool will be drained once again prior to 2009’s pool season.   

The pool reserve fund is currently $13,000 after the new furniture and repair.  The reserve fund was higher last year (~$20,000-$25,000).

There will be a $45 dues increase for the 2009 season.  The pool committee researched surrounding community pools, including Wiltondale, and determined that Stoneleigh’s fees were some of the lowest.  Last year’s fees were $305 (early bird), $330 (April 1st), and $355 (late).  The new fees will be $350 (early bird), $375 (April 1st), $400 (late).

The plumbing and showers will be looked into with Warran Anderson.  Renovating the bath house is probably 1-2 years in the future.

There are no renovations or repairs foreseen for 2009.  The goal of the pool committee is to build-up the reserve.  It is anticipated that next year’s reserve is $55,000-$75,00.

DRD, the current pool management company, was reviewed this year.  Using a different company would cost more without marked improvement.

A resident asked whether the sandbox could be covered at night to prevent cats from using it as a litter box.  Kevin said that the committee would definitely discuss the issue.

Dean stated that the Stoneleigh Board approved the pool budget.

Treasurer- Seth Hammer:

Seth provided the membership with an Income, Expense and Budget worksheet for 2008 and a Proposed Budget for 2009.  
The community association is financially healthy.  
The social events this year have provided the community with a source of income.
Going forward, the Treasurer will have more involvement with an outside CPA.  There are lots of transitions from year to year within the Board of Governors and a CPA will help answer questions and smooth out transitions.
There is currently a $35,000 cash reserve.  We would like to maintain this reserve or build it up going forward.
A motion to approve the 2009 budget was made and seconded.  There was no opposition to the budget and it was approved.  
Citizens on Patrol – Joe Oddo and Chap Tipton:
Joe informed everyone that Chad Tipton is taking over COP.

Recruiting and training of new members will occur in the near future.  Three or four individuals will comprise the COP committee.  In the past, it was done by one individual, but the job was too big.

Currently, there are 47 or 48 patrollers.  We still need more community involvement.  Chad stated that he is looking forward to expanding COP.

Janice Arcieri, a Stoneleigh resident, runs the Towson COP (TACOP).  There are 14 neighborhoods in TACOP.  The police have made charts of the violent and non-violent crime in the Towson neighborhoods.  Janice asked everyone to take a minute to examine the charts.

Janice stated that the 48 patrollers in Stoneleigh are not visible enough.  She urged everyone to wear a COP shirt or hat, carry their cell phones on walks, and put the blinking yellow light on top of their cars while patrolling.  COP is a great weapon as long as patrollers are visible to outsiders.

Stoneleigh did have one violent crime—Mr. Allen’s assault.  There was also a May crime spree where several cars were broken into and one car was stolen.

Keith Voss has been involved with bike patrolling. 

Open Floor:

Richard Letocha stated that his wife Phoebe would like to run the community yard sale again this year.  The yard sale is currently set for April 18th.
A resident asked what “mugs” referred to on the financial documents.  Dean answered that the mugs are part of the new neighbor welcome packet.  The mugs can also be purchased at Gratitudes.
A resident stated that having everyone’s porch light on at night would make Stoneleigh a brighter/safer neighborhood.  Dean replied that he would put something in the Stoneleighite addressing this suggestion.
A resident stated that bikes and strollers should be put away at night.  Leaving items in your yard can attract crime. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Anita Anson, secretary, Stoneleigh Community Association.
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